SUSPENDED GALLERY ADDS
SPACE TO VICTORIAN CHAPEL




The chapa is an mnpressive and integral pan of
the scheal with Beauriful aained plass windows,
inchuding a recent addition by Mel Howse wha
created am irmpressive and symbolic window m

e

anarnalled ard kiln-formed plass in 2000,

Feecendy the growing populacity of Hurst College has
seen the number of pupils attending the =enior schoaol
rise pver the last five years from 450 o 720 and space
in e chagel durimg tie weekly Bucharist service had
tecome increasingly lmited. The service s a
lore-stomdiney tradition and represents & convng
together of the whale school. As Chaplain Jeremy
Sykes poinced our "we could have held o se parare
services to solve our space problem, however this
would have meant sacrificing the meaningfulness of
all pupils and staff meeting rogether”

The concept of a mezzarings oo to add to the space
in dhe chagpel was Braached aned Jocal architects Jobm
[ Clark Architects submirtted desipns for 2
sisperdled eallery above the main enteance to

the chapel. Az with any ecclesiasscal project,
particularty & project withan such a prandd and awe-
inspiring sedting as Huret's chapel, a key priority was
1o ersure that the addimonal space created woubd niot
detract from the tradidon and beauey of the Baikding
and existing surroumndings

[esigns were developed that inchuded madmum uss
t bt vigglly

bz result.

of plass, for o nod
Architectural glass =specishists [on Glass were
coammissioned 1o produce bespoke ghase balusirades
foor the project, combined with an ingeessive olass
SCTEETH IO open wp the space and provide a vieta of the
chapel from dhe zchoels owan dinirg hall

a Cbass are remowTeed for thedr work: with heritage
Pasibdirgs. ML Perer Hazeldean smates, "You need m
be especially sensitive when working in centuries old
baribdirgs. [t moportant thae oy work carmied ot
doesn't impact on the original fabric of the building.
A there's a delicare bakance berween Improving
thee building to meet contenmporary needs whils ar
the same @me ensuring that any modem additors or
rencvations enhiance the anclent archieciurs
without obscuring the criginal teatures

The use of gass ensures alzo allows Beht wo-flow
through the buildings, especially important i stained
flass windlaws are 2 teature of dhe original desien,
The suspended gallery ar Husst Colleps weas despmed
with accurakely posi oneed channed-ss ploss
balistrades to canse minimal visual mitrwsion and
eniahle dheose sioong wirhin the gallery o view the
chiapel unhindered.
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ilass sereens installed beband the gallery, create a
vista from the end of the dining hall enabling wisitors
ter sce right through inte the chapel and enjoy the
magniticent stained plass windows. The Chaplain
states that this is a very sienificant as this “connects
the chapel m the duily bite of the schoel™. The overall
effect creared & rhar of a gallery thar is almost
flcating shove the narthex floor,

Further bespoke balusmrading was installed to the
stepe besding in o the gallery, making & stylish and
comtemporary focal scatement keading ug o the new
.'.1[||H'.

Each secrion of the glass required precise remgplaning
prior to ensure a perect result. lon have developed
AL FOCUFALE e
technology with a temiplating cone to ensures thar
thie ghace will match out of true walls and even follow
“5ErY 1L '||.'-\.'-\.~I. |.':|.|'l.|...| -\.-:II"I'IH. Ag Povor H:-:.'l..ll.':l.n.
addod, "W install s lot of glass into arches and
arnimd |~|||:-m. o minaise hear ks amed creare an
acoustic barrier — if the glsss docsn't fir scourately
Aokl e stcwak it soeal st Jdelzas Ui
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purposel

The projecs at Huest College wes constraaned by the
requirernents of the school calendar - the enrire
profect had oo be completed within the summer
iy pericd in readiness for the sart of the new
school year  Forturately the chapel was complered
bedore the pupils retumed.

Chaplain Jeremy Sykes continues to say chat he i

*

very pleased with the new galleny™, deseribing it as
“beansiiul archirecture thar does nog deteact from the
rest of the chapel”, This sentiment is echoed by the
college’s headmaster Tim Manly who states that *
although medem in consruction and soyle, the new
gallery fits beaurifully within the building, [t is an

ourstanding addiion o our chepel.”

sirictiiral glane instalafines far ace
heritage buildings.

The ircw 5_,q||| iy |as |||n|.|,| aln ivmrvalive way (O
increase the space of the chapel with mindmal impact
om the stmosphere and beauty of the building, 4+ wrarmonglass.couk 0B45 658 3588
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